
WOPI-FM HISTORY 
 
If you’ve listened to our AM Network lately, you’ve heard us say that WOPI is on FM 
AGAIN!  While WOPI’s programming in now heard in the immediate Bristol area at 
97.9 on the FM dial, the original WOPI-FM signed on from White Top Mountain on 
Christmas day, 1946, as the Tri-City region’s very first FM station.  Its frequency was 
96.9 “megacycles.”  While it was subsequently sold by a later owner of WOPI (and is 
now known as WXBQ), the original WOPI-FM represented a true pioneering effort on 
the part of original WOPI owner, W.A. Wilson. (Listen to the FM discussion in one of 
the historic Wilson interviews on this website.)   
 
Attached is an article from a late 1940’s edition of RCA’s BROADCAST NEWS, a then 
popular broadcast industry trade magazine, which details some of the early trials and 
tribulations of Tri-Cities first FM station! 
 
George DeVault,  President / Holston Valley Broadcasting Corporation / September 2007
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